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Responses to Terms of Reference.

a) How hydraulic fracturing may impact on current and future uses of land.

The term 'land' firstly needs to be defined. The Macquarie dictionary of 2009 describes land

as 1. the solid substance of the earth's surface. 2. A particular area of the surface of the land,

especially with regard to its ownership, quality, appearance, etc. 5. Econ. Natural resources

as a factor of production. —v.t.

Land therefore can be described as being the basis for production or the foundation of life

and global biodiversity. Production cannot be simply defined as human induced production

of food and fibre or mineral resources. The productivity of life is fundamentally dependent

on land. Healthy land, soil and water are essential for life.

Hydraulic fracturing will undoubtedly have impacts on current and future uses of land in

Western Australia. Experience in other countries, most notably the United States, has shown

devastating effects on both rural and urban communities. Water resources have been

plundered for use in the fracking process and have been contaminated with carcinogenic

chemicals that leach into aquifers and surface streams and rivers. Agricultural land is

negatively impacted not only through effects on water resources but also through the

physical presence of often numerous fracking wells in the agricultural landscape. We must

never forget that water and productive agricultural land are essential for food production

and local and global food security. Hydraulic fracturing will undoubtedly severely impact the

ability to grow food in this country. Further to this, fracking will devalue land due to the

contamination of surface and groundwater, the physical disturbance of fracking wells and



impact on visual amenity, not to mention the impact on indigenous cultural and heritage

sites and values. We cannot sacrifice our limited productive agricultural and horticultural

land and intact natural areas for short term, damaging exploitation by foreign owned

corporations.

b) The regulation of chemicals used in the hydraulic fracturing process.

I do not believe that hydraulic fracturing for unconventional gas should be allowed in

Western Australia. This would negate the need for any regulation of chemicals used in the

fracking process as there would be no fracking.

The use of chemicals in fracking for unconventional gas in the United States is completely

unregulated and there is no requirement for gas fracking companies and operators to

disclose what chemicals are used. This is simply a monstrous abuse against the people of the

US and against the global commons. This displays utter contempt for the welfare of life and

the environment. Corporate accountability is non-existent and government is acting solely in

the interests of the reckless greed of criminally liable corporations.

Is that what we want here? I would suggest that the people of Western Australia would

soundly say NO! There is a growing movement against gas fracking worldwide, and we need

to ensure that we learn from the reckless mistakes and environmental tragedies that are

occurring due to gas fracking.

c) The use of groundwater in the hydraulic fracturing process and the potential for recycling of

produced water.

As stated previously, I do not believe that hydraulic fracturing for unconventional gas should

be allowed in Western Australia.

There are massive, persistent and increasing problems associated with the use of the finite

resource of water worldwide in the fracking process. Water is one of our most precious

resources, especially here in WA. With climate change and the rapid drying of the south

west of WA in particular, water resources need to be conserved for food production ahead

of mining and gas extraction. This committee of inquiry needs to ask 'What is in the public

interest?'. 'Is it not the duty of the state to protect 'the commons' for the public ahead of

private exploitation for private profit?'. The state needs to adhere to the legal concept

known as the Public Trust doctrine which espouses the duty of the state as described

previously. If Western Australia was to, foolishly, allow gas tracking in this state, then

extreme caution must be maintained and rigid protective measures must be enforced in

order to ensure that our groundwater resources are protected from depletion and pollution

by this dangerous industry. I must reiterate that I do not believe we should risk our water

resources and our environment by letting gas fracking occur in Western Australia. To allow

fracking in WA would be a grave mistake, and we would suffer the environmental, social and

economic problems that would ensue. This is unacceptable.



d) The reclamation (rehabilitation) of land that has been hydraulically fractured.

Hydraulic fracturing for unconventional gas should not be permitted in Western Australia. I

do not believe that land that has been hydraulically fractured can be reclaimed or

rehabilitated to its condition prior to fracking. Evidence from overseas, particularly the

United States, shows that land and water in areas that have been fracked are permanently

damaged by toxic fracking chemicals entering surface and groundwater resources. The

physical infrastructure of fracking wells and pipelines leaves permanent scars on agricultural

and non agricultural landscapes, and fugitive gas emissions impact local communities and

environments. Hydraulic fracturing entails landscape scale impacts and as such reclamation

of land will be ineffective at best. Productive food producing land is a finite and limited

resource. We must not compromise our food security, our land and our finite water

resources by allowing the practice of hydraulic fracturing in Western Australia.

In conclusion I would like to say that the terms of reference of this inquiry are far too

li mited. We need a much wider terms of reference with regard to a comprehensive inquiry

into this contentious and potentially seriously damaging activity. The committee must

expand the terms of reference in order to garner much broader social, economic and

environmental perspectives from the community into this matter. The practice of hydraulic

fracturing is an issue of major concern worldwide, and should be thoroughly investigated

and assessed for its potential impact on Western Australia's community and environment. In

this unprecedented era of rapid climate change we are well aware that the global

community needs to rapidly transition from a fossil fuel based economy to one based on

renewable energy such as solar, wind and geothermal in order for us to mitigate potentially

catastrophic climate disruption. We must learn from history, and our mistakes so as to pass

on a liveable planet for the future. Hydraulic fracturing for unconventional gas in Western

Australia is not in the public interest, is completely unacceptable and should be permanently

banned in this state.

Thank you.

Julian Sharp.


